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Cuireann an moltóir fáilte roimh Bree - Brí páirt a ghlacadh i gComórtas Náisiúnta Super Valu na mBailte 
Slachtmhara 2019. Bree Community Tidy Towns/Pobalbrí is most welcome to the Supervalu Tidy Towns 
competition 2019. Thank you for your very clear and concise Application Form, your map of the village, Biodiversity 
Plan, 2018-2020, Bree Tidy Towns Action Plan and the comprehensive booklet of photographs. Your submission 
overall was very well laid out, clear and concise and provided plenty of good quality information which was most 
appreciated by the adjudicator. The map and drawing submitted with the application providing an overview of the 
village with the items of interest shown was good, although some of the handwritten entries/descriptions on the map 
were quite faded. A smaller A4 size clearer map of the village, based on the relevant O.S. survey map of the area, if 
available, with specific landmarks and projects indicated, would be more suitable for inclusion next year. You have a 
Committee comprising 10 members, with a further 10 volunteers, and you meet on a bi-monthly basis with a 
representative from the Green Schools Committee in attendance. You also engage with a number local 
organisations to further your goals, including Wexford County Council, An Taisce, Coillte etc. Communication with 
the public is mainly through Facebook, weekly Parish Newsletter, web text and e-mail and the shop and Community 
Noticeboard. Your ethos of developing an all-inclusive community spirit is achieved through your engagement with 
the local school, youth club, GAA Club, Macra, Soccer Club and the Athletic club. You have been active across a 
number of fronts this year including dealing in a significant way with roadside litter, the Village Renewal Scheme, 
Community Festival, Bree Hill Walking Trails and the completion of the Amenity Park – well done to all concerned 
with these projects
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You have carried out a wide range of annual maintenance works under this category this year including the painting 
of gates in the village a green/black colour, the tidying up of the grounds of the Pugin Church, the grounds of St. 
John's Church, Clonmore including the installation of a new black gate at the entrance to the Church. You've also 
carried out some cleaning of signage in the village and have carried out maintenance works on the mediaeval 
churchyard in Clonmore. Well done on the creation of a rainwater harvesting system for your water feature in the 
Dick Joynt Garden. Transpiration loss from water features can be a problem during the summer months and it is 
good that you have established an environmentally sustainable solution to deal with this problem, without using a 
potable water supply. The recycled timber signs are an attractive addition to the village streetscape and it is good 
that you are reusing materials for the fabrication of signs generally, throughout the village. The adjudicator called to 
St. John’s Church in Clonmore and was suitably impressed with the beautiful sylvan setting of the Church grounds 
with many wonderful beech and oak trees growing along the main avenue. The grave of Anita Lett the founder of 
Irish Country Women's Association was noted and was suitably adorned with colourful flowers. The Church grounds 
and adjoining graveyard were maintained and presented to an excellent standard. The road surfaces and markings 
in the centre of Bree village were generally to a good standard. The Byrnes and Sons Ltd. Huntsman's Rest 
licensed premises, the adjoining Spar shop and post office were superbly presented. St. Joseph's National School 
was visited and the adjudicator felt that this was one of the best presented schools, seen during this year’s judging. 
The school is enhanced at the entrance with nicely painted railings, stone walls and an attractive laurel hedge 
situated on the boundary. The newly constructed school extension buildings are appropriately designed and 
complement the traditional character of the streetscape in Bree. The Healthy Schools flag on display in the school 
grounds was noted for positive comment. The nearby school car park was attractively presented, although the 
marking of car parking bays may need to be renewed in the near future. The provision of climbing plants along the 
perimeter walls in the car park would enhance this area. The adjudicator admired the Lime Trees planted to the front 
of the car park which were enhanced with attractive Nasturtium planting in full bloom. The black overhead barriers at 
the entrance and exit to the car park have become a little lopsided and perhaps these can be straightened or 
replaced with a sturdier structure. The information sign and noticeboard with the Parish Map and the details of Flora 
and Fauna in the area was well presented, although the inserts here were somewhat faded and would need to be 
updated. The Bree Community Centre is a fine building and is enhanced by superbly presented surroundings, 
including the car park and nicely clipped beech hedge along the road frontage. The notice board indicating the 
walking trails in and around the Bree area were noted for positive comment as was the Community Apple Orchard 
established nearby. The high quality planting scheme using pollinator friendly plants provided to the front of the 
Community Centre building was greatly admired, together with the sunflower planting in front of the Brí Beag 
premises. The excellent quality children’s playground and tennis courts in the vicinity of the Brí Beag facility were 
also noted. Ballyhogue GAA and Handball Club is an excellent facility with extensive recreational amenities 
available for local residents in Bree and the club is to be highly commended for the developments which have taken 
place here over the years. The new cemetery located beside the GAA club grounds was visited and this was very 
well presented with nicely painted walls and entrance piers along the road frontage.
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in the centre of Bree village were generally to a good standard. The Byrnes and Sons Ltd. Huntsman's Rest 
licensed premises, the adjoining Spar shop and post office were superbly presented. St. Joseph's National School 
was visited and the adjudicator felt that this was one of the best presented schools, seen during this year’s judging. 
The school is enhanced at the entrance with nicely painted railings, stone walls and an attractive laurel hedge 
situated on the boundary. The newly constructed school extension buildings are appropriately designed and 
complement the traditional character of the streetscape in Bree. The Healthy Schools flag on display in the school 
grounds was noted for positive comment. The nearby school car park was attractively presented, although the 
marking of car parking bays may need to be renewed in the near future. The provision of climbing plants along the 
perimeter walls in the car park would enhance this area. The adjudicator admired the Lime Trees planted to the front 
of the car park which were enhanced with attractive Nasturtium planting in full bloom. The black overhead barriers at 
the entrance and exit to the car park have become a little lopsided and perhaps these can be straightened or 
replaced with a sturdier structure. The information sign and noticeboard with the Parish Map and the details of Flora 
and Fauna in the area was well presented, although the inserts here were somewhat faded and would need to be 
updated. The Bree Community Centre is a fine building and is enhanced by superbly presented surroundings, 
including the car park and nicely clipped beech hedge along the road frontage. The notice board indicating the 
walking trails in and around the Bree area were noted for positive comment as was the Community Apple Orchard 
established nearby. The high quality planting scheme using pollinator friendly plants provided to the front of the 
Community Centre building was greatly admired, together with the sunflower planting in front of the Brí Beag 
premises. The excellent quality children’s playground and tennis courts in the vicinity of the Brí Beag facility were 
also noted. Ballyhogue GAA and Handball Club is an excellent facility with extensive recreational amenities 
available for local residents in Bree and the club is to be highly commended for the developments which have taken 
place here over the years. The new cemetery located beside the GAA club grounds was visited and this was very 
well presented with nicely painted walls and entrance piers along the road frontage.

You have concentrated this year on the completion of maintenance works in the village including the trimming of the 
hedges at the Community Centre, Hillview and the local school. You arrange for the open spaces in housing estates 
to be cut on a weekly basis and the grass verges on the approach roads to Bree to the north and south are also 
maintained regularly. It is good to see that you have established a pollinator-friendly planting bed at Knocknagross 
Estate and have planted a new bed with azaleas. The problem of invasive Japanese knotweed is a major challenge 
throughout the country and no doubt you are finding it difficult to eradicate from the two sites on the Bree Lane and 
on the boundary of the GAA Complex. We wish you well with your endeavours to eradicate is plant completely from 
the Bree area. The adjudicator admired the floral displays provided throughout the village including the 
wheelbarrows planted with Geraniums and Petunias. Particular note was made of the lavender planting carried out 
under the Lime Trees situated on the open spaces in the centre of the village and the floral displays at the village 
pump, together with high-quality seating provided throughout the area. Overall the standard of presentation and 
maintenance of these floral displays and features in the village was excellent and the Committee and local residents 
are to be commended for all the hard work on this. The Dick Joynt Garden was visited and interestingly the horse in 
the field nearby, tried very hard to gain the adjudicator’s attention by banging his hoof on the field gate! The 
rainwater harvesting system provided here in conjunction with the garden’s water feature was noted for positive 
comment. It was wondered whether the water feature was temporarily out of action or on a timer system? The 
garden is enhanced with a central piece of sculpture set in a gravel area, surrounded by nicely clipped box hedging 
and good information signage, providing details on the life of the Sculptor. The coloured box planters made from 
recycled wood, provided at the entrance to Bree Church and elsewhere in the village, greatly enhanced the overall 
presentation of the village. The Church grounds and the adjoining graveyard were maintained and presented to an 
excellent standard, including the adjacent public toilet facilities. The Bree Community Park is an wonderful facility 
with a range of children’s playground equipment, seating, kick about area and looped walk provided. The newly 
installed seat made from recycled plastic provided by Smyths of Enniscorthy was also positively noted. The 
standard of maintenance and presentation in the I.C.A. Garden, dedicated to the memory of Anita Lett, was superb 
with colourful planted areas, suitably mulched and weed free. This garden is a very attractive addition to the 
streetscape of the village, but the adjudicator would recommend replacing the existing boundary detail along the 
road with a traditional Wexford style natural stone wall, with a quartz capping.

You are commended for continuing to plant native trees on the village green and along approach roads in Bree, to 
provide food and shelter for birds and wildlife. You have also installed a new insect box and two new bird nest boxes 
at the ICA Garden and a Wildlife garden with bird nesting boxes has been created in the corner of the Priest’s field. 
An insect hotel has also been installed to the side of the School car park made from recycled materials. The existing 
woodlands at Bree Hill and at Park Wood continue to be an important recreational and educational resource for the 
local community and provide opportunities to experience woodland-type habitats close to the village. Information 
signage here is important to create an awareness amongst the public of the value of these woodland resources to 
the community in Bree. It is good to note that you are planning open days as part of the Bree Heritage Project 
regarding visits to local heritage sites and you are also working with a local beekeeper who will provide a talk during 
the summer on the benefits of beekeeping and pollinators in the context of Biodiversity. The wildlife signage and 
bird nest boxes placed on trees in the vicinity of the ICA Garden /Priest’s Field were noted positively. The boundary 
fence located to the rear of the wildlife area was presented and maintained to an excellent standard. The insect 
hotel and wildflower meadow at the area known as the Secret Garden was also admired.

You have been engaged in a wide range of activities under this category over the last year with many activities 
dealing with waste management and emphasizing the simplicity of changing attitudes amongst the general public, 
with regard to more responsible consumption. In relation to dealing with organic waste you have built a composting 
area which you will now use to provide a supply of compost for use on the flower beds in the village. The Lighting 
Systems in a number of business premises have been changed two more environmentally friendly and cost-saving 
LED systems and you are making good use of recycled materials in the provision of Welcome Signs on approach 
roads, finger post signage and colourful planter boxes etc.  To gain extra marks under this category, a small number 
of projects could be initiated by your Committee, perhaps in conjunction with the local school, to create greater 
awareness in the whole area of waste prevention, re-use, recycling, etc. and sustainable energy usage and the 
more the sustainable use of resources. Examples of projects which you might consider for next year could include 
establishing a car-pooling arrangement for the village or the provision of bicycle parking facilities at suitable 
locations in the village, perhaps near the entrances to walking trails. Electric vehicle charging infrastructure needs to 
be expanded around the country and perhaps a charge point could be installed at a suitable location in Bree village 
e.g at Bree Community Centre? Projects relating to the use of water butts and rainwater harvesting tanks for 
collecting water, for use on private and public floral displays, could also be considered.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



It is good to note that you arrange weekly litter Patrols of the village with members of the Community Employment 
Project and members of the Tidy Towns Group. This work helps to keep your village clean and tidy whilst at the 
same time making local people aware at first-hand of the activities of the Tidy Towns Group and helps to prevent 
more litter being generated. Your National Spring Clean event this year seems to have been a great success with 
250 bags of rubbish collected. Well done to all concerned and special thanks to the teachers and children of the 
local National School who were very helpful during this event. In general terms, there was a complete absence of 
litter noted in Bree, during the walkabout through the village, with most areas presented in a pristine condition. The 
Bring Centre was well- presented although a few bags of bottles were left here. Overall tidiness in Bree was 
excellent and it was great to note the absence of stickers in the windows of the Spar Shop.

You have been engaged in a wide range of activities under this category over the last year with many activities 
dealing with waste management and emphasizing the simplicity of changing attitudes amongst the general public, 
with regard to more responsible consumption. In relation to dealing with organic waste you have built a composting 
area which you will now use to provide a supply of compost for use on the flower beds in the village. The Lighting 
Systems in a number of business premises have been changed two more environmentally friendly and cost-saving 
LED systems and you are making good use of recycled materials in the provision of Welcome Signs on approach 
roads, finger post signage and colourful planter boxes etc.  To gain extra marks under this category, a small number 
of projects could be initiated by your Committee, perhaps in conjunction with the local school, to create greater 
awareness in the whole area of waste prevention, re-use, recycling, etc. and sustainable energy usage and the 
more the sustainable use of resources. Examples of projects which you might consider for next year could include 
establishing a car-pooling arrangement for the village or the provision of bicycle parking facilities at suitable 
locations in the village, perhaps near the entrances to walking trails. Electric vehicle charging infrastructure needs to 
be expanded around the country and perhaps a charge point could be installed at a suitable location in Bree village 
e.g at Bree Community Centre? Projects relating to the use of water butts and rainwater harvesting tanks for 
collecting water, for use on private and public floral displays, could also be considered.

In general, the housing developments in the village of Bree complemented the streetscape of the village and were 
presented and maintained to a very good standard. Cluain Aiteann estate was superbly presented with attractive 
birch trees and floral displays provided at the entrance to the estate and the floral displays placed on old seats here 
were particularly admired. This estate consists of detached and semi-detached two storey homes, all with 
well-presented properties and front gardens. The internal open space areas here were maintained to a very good 
standard. The Knocknagross estate is a linear development along the main street in Bree and the bungalow-style 
homesteads here had attractively presented front gardens along the road. The green spaces situated to the front of 
these properties are maintained to an excellent standard. The adjudicator called to Rahharc an Chnoic or Hillview 
Estate and this is a small development of two storey semi-detached dwellings fronted by an enclosed linear open 
space along the main road. Individual properties and gardens here are maintained to a very good standard. Of 
particular note in relation to the open space, is the planting of a large bed of Impatiens summer bedding around a 
maple tree, which is a major colourful feature in this area. The low walls on the boundary of this open space were 
nicely painted and presented. The newly created bed of Azaleas here and the ornamental Ash tree, were also 
positively noted as was the high-quality seating provided in this area. Carraigmacogue Park Housing estate was 
visited and this is an attractive development of two-storey detached dwellings with wonderful views across the 
adjoining countryside towards Bree Hill. Individual properties and open spaces here were very well presented. The 
namestone would benefit from cleaning and the old sign located behind the wall at the entrance to the estate has 
seen better days and could be removed. The Rock of Bree estate was visited and this estate has an attractive 
entrance with nicely painted walls. A small development with large distinctive and well-designed dormer style 
bungalows, the individual properties and open space areas here are maintained and presented to a very good 
standard.

Well done on the erection of recycled wood signs throughout the village - these have been a great success. You 
have also planted birch trees and daffodils at the Bullán roundabout and at the grass triangle, at the junction on the 
northern approach to the village. The grass verges are litter picked and maintained on a regular basis as required 
on approaches to the village. The approach to the village from Wexford is enhanced by the ‘Welcome to Bree’ sign 
made from recycled timber. This entrance to the village is characterized by well-maintained margins and private 
residences displaying attractive front gardens and good views are available from the road towards Bree Hill. Road 
surfaces and markings along this approach to the village require improvement especially near the Clonroche 
Junction. Unfortunately, the adjudicator was unable to find the location of the Mediaeval Church and graveyard and 
perhaps additional signage is required here. The approach to the village from Enniscorthy is characterized by 
attractive agricultural hedgerows and trees overhanging the road and a well- maintained beech hedge. Road 
surfaces are generally poor along this stretch and resurfacing and remarking, will be required in the near future. The 
planting of a suitable native screening hedge or tree planting along the roadside frontage of the Water Treatment 
Plant is recommended. The ‘Welcome’ sign made from recycled timber and the floral display and timber planter 
provided at this location, greatly enhanced this area.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The visit to Bree village was a new experience for this adjudicator and the appearance of the village certainly did not 
disappoint. Great effort has been made this year to enhance and improve the existing features and amenities in 
Bree village, for the benefit of local residents and visitors alike. We wish you well with your future endeavours in the 
competition.
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