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Cuireann an moltóir seo fáilte roimh Edgesworthtown– Meathas Troim páirt a ghlacadh i gComórtas Náisiunta 
Supervalu na mBailte Slachtmhara 2019.  In order to reduce the volume of material in your submission for next year 
perhaps just comment on works done during the past year and ,while interesting to see the large submission with 
details of meetings and Literary Festivals  etc. it can make it difficult for the adjudicator on the day to glean the 
highlights of works done . Large submission can make it harder for us to identify key projects or works to be 
considered for additional marks. Also while the town map with notable places was interesting, for next years 
submission, again to make our job easier, can you mark on the map exactly where the projects you wish to be 
visited are located in the town and which are new, maintained or proposed. You have a small committee given the 
size of the town who must be kept busy with your works.  The amount of time you all dedicate to projects all year 
round is noted and admired. You certainly deserve to be recognised for all your hard work. We also recognise the 
essential contribution made by your volunteers including those who have recently made their home in your 
community. Your spring and autumn newsletters are a good way to communicate with the wider community of you 
past and planned works.  Well done in harnessing the support of local associations and business in aiding your 
works. We wish you luck in setting up a junior tidy towns group.   We are glad to hear that participating in the 
competition has helped develop a sense of pride in your locality.
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It was the adjudicator’s first visit to your town and I very much enjoyed my visit. A number of premises especially 
stood out on adjudication day.  The church and nursing home complex is such a green oasis and so well presented 
as you approach the main street. At the other side of the town St. John's plain but ancient spire is set in its church 
grounds with simple stone boundary walls and the good quality gateway complete the lovely setting. The grass 
areas on the approach to the drive were alive with insects and butterflies. The murals were admired at the Arches at 
Keans. Quinns is a fine symmetrical building and is an important landmark at the junction. Tullys pharmacy was 
bright and clean. The old library is kept nicely presented as you wait for the new development. Duffys Supervalu 
with its stone and brick detail to the façade is a great use for an old building and the plants for sale outside added 
life to the street. Planting to the margin of J and M gifts also brought colour to the street. You have a number of 
vacant buildings in the town and it is so important to keep them neat and tidy especially where they are in a key 
locations in the town.  The Ulster Bank is such a lovely building but sadly not occupied. Could a tidy towns display 
be installed in one of the vacant units opposite the car park at Keans? A number of units on the main street use free 
standing signs/displays on the path outside their premises which can be an issue for accessibility. A clear width of 
1800mm is recommended to enable people to walk alongside each other and for a wheelchair or parent with stroller 
to pass comfortably. (For guidance reference the website www.universaldesign.ie). However the footpaths may be 
made wider as a result of the upcoming street which will resolve this issue. Keep up your contact with Longford 
County Council in relation to the development of the new library and plaza to ensure locally appropriate materials 
area used to respect Edworthtowns setting.  The history of Edgesworthtown on the grey hoarding at the carpet store 
was a very long but extremely interesting read and very nicely presented.
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made wider as a result of the upcoming street which will resolve this issue. Keep up your contact with Longford 
County Council in relation to the development of the new library and plaza to ensure locally appropriate materials 
area used to respect Edworthtowns setting.  The history of Edgesworthtown on the grey hoarding at the carpet store 
was a very long but extremely interesting read and very nicely presented.

The planters around town were looking very nicely maintained and the large grey planters with trees created an 
impact on the street and at junctions. Ensure street trees are included in the proposed works and that expert advice 
is sought on preparing the tree pits and choosing tree species that will be long term elements in the town. Well done 
on your commitment to use more native and perennial planting as advocated by the All Ireland Pollinator Plan 
because as you know many bedding plants and annuals are not rich in pollen or nectar and provide little support to 
our insects and pollinators. The Fair green is an excellent resource for the town and was pristine on the day of 
adjudication. In fact it was so well mown that perhaps a more varied mowing regime could be applied here to 
improve the grassland for pollinators.  The installation of decorative shrub beds round the town add color to the area 
but also be sure to allocate resources to native trees as you plan at the memorial garden. Chose other spots around 
the town to plant feature trees of avenues, perhaps in conjunction with National Tree Week to advertise your works.

You have a proactive approach to this category with various projects planned. The purpose of this category is to 
help towns promote and understand why their habitats are important and helping local residents value them, so we 
are glad to see that you plan to hold talks and workshops. Let us know in next year’s submission if they are a 
success.  We are glad to hear that you have worked on a biodiversity audit and management plan for the town. This 
will hopefully then give you a range of actions and greening measures to carry out to improve local biodiversity. 
Would you consider developing a strategy to allow some of your grass areas to grow longer to increase grassland 
habitat richness in your town and increase their value for bees and pollination insects like hoverflies. Only cut grass 
once or twice; cutting should ideally occur before April, with a late cut taken between the end of July/August. This 
gives wildflowers a chance to set seed. The grassland at Fairgreen or Shannon Park seems a perfect place to try 
this grass regime.

There was very little litter noted in the town centre on adjudication day so well done in upholding your standards in 
this category.  You have a structured approach to litter picks which seems to be working for you.  The numerous 
light poles and wires are a distraction in the streetscape and we hope they will be undergrounded. Also try to get 
premises to address clutter on the upper facades of their buildings such as old sign frames, scattered wires and old 
brackets. Try to get businesses to remove seasonal decorations once the festive season is over. The old 
decorations at Keans supermarket cluttered up the building and should be removed and replaced for the appropriate 
season and not left in place year round. Its is great to see that you are carrying out trials for establishing a weed 
control strategy that does not rely on chemicals. Good luck to all working on this strategy. The planted bins and their 
smart gray paint were looking well.

We thank all of the students who took part in the Tidy Towns Schools Competition on the theme of waste 
management.  You have a proactive approach to this category and your attendance at talks are great ways to get 
new ideas to highlight sustainability and recycling. Well done. It is great to hear that members of your committee are 
an active part of the Plastic Actions Alliance which seems to be a great initiative. We look forward to seeing 
progress on this over the coming years. As part of this category and to do your own part in combating the use of 
single use plastics, with the town traders have you considered a strategy to get traders to switch to recyclable and 
biodegradable packaging where possible.  This can especially be targeted at the food outlets which can produce a 
large amount of food packaging waste where biodegradable options are increasingly available. Does the 
Edgesworth literary Festival have a green policy ? While the festival no doubt provides social, financial and cultural 
benefits to Edgeworthstown, they can also have significant environmental impacts. Direct them to  
greenyourfestival.ie. This is the site for the Green Your Festival initiative of the Local Authority Prevention Network 
(LAPN) which has many tips for festival and event organizers.

You seem to have successfully harnessed the support of residents of housing estates. We especially thank the 
junior residents of Auburn Park for the work they do in keeping their home area tidy. We hope the project at the 
Mostrim Arms will be successful and help bring the residents together to work on a project for their communal use. 
Encourage residents to plant up gardens in the town as gardens areas are a really important wildlife resource and 
an important source of food and nectar and can be an important habitat in Edgesworthtown. The very high timber 
planters to the trees at Kilbride Park should be removed as they may damage the trees and are unsightly. The name 
stone at Bracklin Park was neat and easy to read.

You again have taken a very proactive approach to this category. The schedule of works for each approach road is 
a good strategy to take. Where works are done to junction and new fencing erected ensure as part of the works that 
any hedgerow removed are replaced of new natives hedges are replanted to ensure the connectivity of the 
hedgerow network for wildlife is not impacted. We note that you plan to paint roadside field gates black. The 
vernacular forged wrought iron field gate is an important, but often overlooked, cultural heritage element in our rural 
landscape. They are functional and beautiful pieces of craft which are disappearing from our rural landscape.  We 
would recommend you look to a guide produced by Kilkenny Co Co which has excellent advice on the maintenance 
of these beautiful elements of your rural roadside. It can be found at 
www.kilkennycoco.ie/eng/Services/Heritage/Gates-Brochure.pdf.  Good luck with your plans for the roundabouts 
and the ‘Walks’ near St Marys School.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



hedgerow network for wildlife is not impacted. We note that you plan to paint roadside field gates black. The 
vernacular forged wrought iron field gate is an important, but often overlooked, cultural heritage element in our rural 
landscape. They are functional and beautiful pieces of craft which are disappearing from our rural landscape.  We 
would recommend you look to a guide produced by Kilkenny Co Co which has excellent advice on the maintenance 
of these beautiful elements of your rural roadside. It can be found at 
www.kilkennycoco.ie/eng/Services/Heritage/Gates-Brochure.pdf.  Good luck with your plans for the roundabouts 
and the ‘Walks’ near St Marys School.

Concluding Remarks:

Well done to all involved in this year’s application and thank you for your hard work and commitment which was 
clearly visible during my very enjoyable visit to your town. We look forward to seeing your planned projects 
progressed in 2020.


