
455Glin - An Gleann

Limerick

B

44

Cuireann an moltóir seo fáilte roimh Glin (An Gleann) chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara SuperValu 2019.  
Thank you for your entry form, which included a map and photographs.  We were interested to read that the Town 
and Village Renewal Scheme is in draft plan stage and we look forward to seeing the results of the upgrade in future 
years.  Did the Public Consultation result in many changes to the Limerick Co Co design?  Your five-year plan 2015 
– 2020 is unclear.  You need to include dates and let us know what was completed and when it was completed; e.g. 
where were the 50-100 trees planted this year? What Shannon Estuary event took place this year? 
Your committee of sixteen includes representatives from various associations and sporting groups which adds to the 
dynamics of the group. A weekly meeting during the summer months is some commitment, so well done to all 
involved. We see you use a variety of ways to bring notice of your activities and projects to the whole community – 
your webpage, Facebook, your blog, parish newsletter, local newspapers, posters, schools and word of mouth.  
With all of these you get to the various age groups in the community which is excellent.  Your activities with the 
school children and local youth will reap great rewards in the future and the work undertaken by Cloverfield village 
residents is tremendous.
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Your village is located on the busy N69 Limerick to Listowel and Tralee road which must give challenges to your 
community.  This road separates the Town Park, playground and Glin Pier from the village itself.  We note that Main 
Street and Lower Mall are included in Limerick County Council’s Public Realm Plan which will result in a huge 
transformation for your village. It’s good to see trees are included as at present the streetscape lacks these.  The 
village itself has very many beautiful vernacular single and two - storey properties in the centre with housing estates 
located on side roads, close to the village centre.   The topography of the village lends itself to great views from 
various locations both of the streetscape itself and of the surrounding seascape.  There are recently whitewashed 
walls on side roads which give add charm to the village. The little Marian Shrine at the entrance to a private house is 
a fitting tribute to 1954. 
The River Glencorbry flows through the north east of the village into the Shannon Estuary giving the village an 
added dimension.  
The prominent buildings in the village are Glin Castle and its associated structures, the ashlar limestone RC Church 
of the Immaculate Conception, St. Paul’s CofI Church with its great bell tower, Glin Library (former bridewell) and St. 
Fergus NS. Hamilton Terrace deserves a special mention as a fine example of early 19th century housing.  Some 
still have original features which is to be commended.  Many of the buildings in the village had been recently pained 
and looked extremely well. We admired the shopfronts of McNamara, Marie’s Hair Salon, Brides, Lynch Butcher, 
and Geoghegan.  While we saw that many shops are no longer in use as shops, we were happy to see that their 
social and aesthetic value is appreciated and that they retain their friezes and other details.  We noted the 
information panel ‘Glin, a Heritage Town – Castle and Churches’. Is this available in brochure form for the visitor or 
on a website? Have you though about undertaking a Heritage Trail – Buildings and other Structures you have 
certainly enough material to produce a good one.  We loved the information of The Fishing Industry in Glin.
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information panel ‘Glin, a Heritage Town – Castle and Churches’. Is this available in brochure form for the visitor or 
on a website? Have you though about undertaking a Heritage Trail – Buildings and other Structures you have 
certainly enough material to produce a good one.  We loved the information of The Fishing Industry in Glin.

The Town Park has a great variety of trees and shrubs and is very welcoming.  When the trees mature it will be 
even more splendid. We loved the little park on Church Street opposite the RC Church. The landscaping at the Pier 
with its well-maintained grass and picnic area is a very pleasant entrance to the village from the Limerick side. Glin 
Heritage Trails – seashore and woodland walks – are well signposted for the visitor.  The Path, Knight’s Walk and 
Knockaranna are three quite different walks and we are sure they are all well used by locals and visitors.  We went 
a little way along Knight’s Walk but unfortunately due to a shortage of time didn’t reach Tullyglas Hill….. that’s for 
another day!  
Generally, there is a distinct lack of trees in the main streets of Glin (Main Street - with only two on the island, Lower 
Mall and the Mall) and we look forward to the Limerick Co Co Public Realm Plan being implemented which will 
‘green up’ these streets.  Hopefully the plan is to put the trees directly into the ground and not into containers as we 
have seen in other towns.  You might check that this is the case.
Many residents have planted trees in their gardens and the open spaces of most of the estates have fine displays of 
trees and shrubs.  There was quite a lot of weed growth in the shrub beds in the Town Park and many of the shrubs 
were in need of cutting back – perhaps this is something you’ve planned for the autumn?  We loved the children’s 
playground and also the adult exercise machines located nearby so that adults can supervise their children and 
exercise at the same time.  
The orchard in Clover Field estate is quite mature.  Some of the trees appear to have diseases – fungus /apple scab 
- so need attention.  Hopefully by now this has been undertaken.

With all the stone walls in and around the village there are great habitats for insect life. You mentioned quite a few 
projects but unfortunately didn’t identify whether they have been carried out or are proposed as their location was 
not identified on your map (see Concluding Remarks below).  Some of these we located as we wandered around.  
Where are the new biodiversity areas? 
Locating Invasive Species and reporting them is very important for a community as the Local Authority does not 
have sufficient personnel to examine everywhere.  Keep up this very valuable work.
We were delighted to read the list of ‘natural residents’ in your area – unfortunately the Kingfisher didn’t make an 
appearance while we visited.  Glin Habitats – Flora and Fauna sign is very clear and gives the reader great 
information of four distinct areas.

The village was virtually litter free but weed growth was noted in quite a few areas which gave the area a somewhat 
unkempt aspect.  We suggest that you ask volunteers who are involved in the litter pick (every Wednesday and 
Saturday) to bring a hoe with them and to also remove weeds as they pick up the litter.  This will reap excellent 
rewards in terms of weed control. It’s a pity to see a sign nailed to a tree – where these exist, they should be 
removed.  Weed growth is a problem in a number of areas which detracts from the streetscapes and some of the 
residential estates.  The recycling bins are located in a prominent position at the GAA pitch and they were clean and 
presentable when we visited. We were happy to read that you are part of LCCC ‘See It, Say It’.  As mentioned 
earlier weed growth was noticeable in various locations around the village and also in the graveyard where weed 
growth took away from an otherwise well-tended area. Rather than having dog fouling signage stuck to litter bins, 
attached to poles and fences etc. we suggest that you could paint ‘clean up after your dog’ on the footpaths where 
dog fouling is a problem. We have seen this in other communities and have been told it works better than signage 
on poles.

We see that you are following ‘No Planet B’ and giving weekly tips on reducing our carbon footprint.  By what 
method are you giving these tips?  Facebook??? Let us know how you advise the local community.  Well done on 
the Poster Free 2019 elections – something that should be done in more communities.   We were delighted that the 
Men’s Shed are involved in composting – where is the compost used?  Last year’s adjudicator congratulated the 
school on their third green flag so we need not do this again. Have you been successful in getting left over paint?  
Let us know next year.
 The bring bank area was clean and bins had been recently emptied ready to receive the next batch of discarded 
glass and clothes.  There are many other ways to advance in this category and we suggest that you examine the 
website  http://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Sustainable-Waste-and-Resource-Management.pdf 
which may give you some ideas for your community.  Also contact the environment officer in Limerick Co Co who 
will tell you of events/ talks which you could attend to learn more about ‘Sustainability – doing more with less’.

It is very clear to the visitor that the majority of the residents are proud of their village and they also take great pride 
in their properties.  The houses in the village were beautifully presented.  Many have been freshly painted and had 
either window boxes or planters with a great array of colourful flowers.   One house in particular caught our eye – a 
single storey cottage with cream painted walls and red door. This along with the building to the west (unfortunately 
now roofless) are part of the original vernacular architecture of the village. The houses on the approach roads were 
also very neat and tidy and gardens had well-trimmed lawns with trees and shrubs, and floral arrangements in 
herbaceous borders. 
You mention that three housing estates (names???) have ‘come on board’ and are working with you.  Hopefully the 
other residential areas/roads will be encouraged to keep their communal areas neat and weed free when they see 
the results of these estates. The communal open spaces in Kilfergus and Corbry and were neatly trimmed with 
healthy trees and colourful flower/shrub beds.  Residents associations and individuals are to be congratulated on 
the work involved in keeping these communal spaces looking so beautiful and inviting.  Cloverfield Estate and 
particularly the section of Retirement / Assisted Living homes is wonderful.   The communal open spaces are a 
credit to the hard-working residents and carers.  The kitchen garden with raised beds (mentioned above) was 
spectacular as too is the orchard. 
Many of the residents around the village had hanging baskets, planters and window boxes which gave great vitality 
and beauty to the area. They are to be commended for this.
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also very neat and tidy and gardens had well-trimmed lawns with trees and shrubs, and floral arrangements in 
herbaceous borders. 
You mention that three housing estates (names???) have ‘come on board’ and are working with you.  Hopefully the 
other residential areas/roads will be encouraged to keep their communal areas neat and weed free when they see 
the results of these estates. The communal open spaces in Kilfergus and Corbry and were neatly trimmed with 
healthy trees and colourful flower/shrub beds.  Residents associations and individuals are to be congratulated on 
the work involved in keeping these communal spaces looking so beautiful and inviting.  Cloverfield Estate and 
particularly the section of Retirement / Assisted Living homes is wonderful.   The communal open spaces are a 
credit to the hard-working residents and carers.  The kitchen garden with raised beds (mentioned above) was 
spectacular as too is the orchard. 
Many of the residents around the village had hanging baskets, planters and window boxes which gave great vitality 
and beauty to the area. They are to be commended for this.

The roads leading to the village had neatly cut grass margins, and hedgerows had been trimmed giving good 
visibility to the motorist.  
The new trees on the left-hand side of the road (N69) as we entered Glin from Limerick are in need of urgent 
attention.  At the moment they (with their stakes) are leaning badly – this need to be corrected if you are not to lose 
these trees. The road surface in the village is in a very poor state of repair – potholes, edge breakup, ravelling etc. 
etc.  We are aware of the Public Realm Plan and we trust this will be undertaken soon.  Equally the footpaths are in 
a of a poor state of repair and we assume these too will be part of the works in the Public Realm Plan.  We were 
very happy to see the presence of footpaths leading from the various estates into the village allowing pedestrians to 
safely access the village on foot.  We note that the path at Kilfergus estate (on the L1227) stops at the end of the 
estate and that they hope to have a footpath provided which will give these residents safe access by foot into the 
village.  We’re guessing this will be a long-term plan for Limerick City and Co Co Area Office as this estate is 
located quite a distance from the centre of the village.  The road surface in River View Manor is very poor … has 
this estate been taken in charge by Limerick City and County Council?

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We were delighted to visit your village and thoroughly enjoyed our stay as we meandered around.  
A little advice on filling up the form and producing the map(s).  In the application form, please number the projects 
as, New N1, N2, N3…. Maintained M1, M2, M3 …. and Future Projects FP1, FP2, FP3 …. and then put these 
numbers on the map(s) so that the adjudicators can locate the projects and see your hard work.   Also, please use 
the current / up-to-date application form and read the instructions as these will help you plan your activities and 
events.  

Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2019 competition.


