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Cuireann an moltóir seo fáilte roimh Clondrohid – Cluain Droichead páirt a ghlacadh i gComórtas Náisiúnta 
SuperValu na mBailte Slachtmhara 2019.  Clondrohid is very welcome to the 2019 Tidy Towns Competition.  Thank 
you for your entry form with supporting photographs. To aid an adjudicator unfamiliar with your area, a map of your 
village indicating the location of your projects would also be helpful - this is specified as a requirement on the entry 
form - just a simple sketch map showing street and place names, prominent village landmarks and the location of 
projects will do.  The information you provide under each of the category headings is quite limited and we feel that 
you may be denying yourselves scope for additional marks where this information is not fully reflective of the extent 
of the activities or work of your group or community.  This is not given as a criticism of your work but rather to 
explain that you cannot assume your adjudicator will see everything you want them to see as they may not know 
your village – your entry form and map must guide them and give them the information you want them to note.

We also encourage groups to produce a 3-year plan which would help to earn extra marks under this category.  This 
will allow you to set a strategic vision for Clondrohid in consultation with the wider community and other 
stakeholders.  Advice given by the adjudicator in last year’s Tidy Towns report along with this report may offer some 
guidance.  In preparing your plan, try to identify specific actions or targets under each of the Tidy Towns categories, 
assign each action to a group or individual to seek any resources required and drive implementation of the action 
and put timeframes on them.  Having a strategic plan, that may incorporate phasing of more ambitious projects, can 
be of great benefit when seeking support funding and resource assistance from the Council and other agencies. 

We note you have 6 people on your committee and you are helped in your work by 3 extra people along with 
support from local businesses and public bodies.  Well done on your 8 years involvement in the competition and it is 
evident that you have achieved valued improvements to the appearance of your village over these years.  Your 
entry form indicates that your main communication channels are the Lee Valley Outlook and the local notes section 
in The Corkman along with posters and word of mouth.  Many tidy towns groups now also use texting and social 
media platforms like Facebook as effective ways to keep people informed of their activities, hopefully engage the 
active support and help of more committee members and volunteers and capture feedback from local residents.  We 
suggest that you explore use of these other methods of communication to draw in support for your work from the 
wider community.
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Well done on the newly painted community hall which looked bright and fresh with its attractive new colour scheme 
and the adjoining car park was very clean and tidy. The church grounds and car park were also very well presented.  
The new school is an impressive building and the completed construction is finished to a very high standard.  
Allowance has been made for the impact of the remaining construction works currently ongoing and we look forward 
to seeing the finished job next year.  Consideration might be given to developing a mural, perhaps on a local 
heritage theme or otherwise or planting climbing plants to add some colour and interest to the long blank wall on 
one side of the access road to the community field.  The grounds of the community field and GAA club are well kept 
and the sports pitches are of an impressive standard.  We noted clutter of traffic cones in use to deter parking on 
grassed areas and suggest installation of permanent bollards or strategically placed tree planting and /or shrub beds 
as a more attractive alternative.  We also wondered if there are any plans to surface the car parking area which 
would greatly enhance the overall appearance of the complex.  The Spar shop and Co-op store looked well and are 
presented to a good standard.  We wondered if there are any plans for the large open area adjacent to the river 
which has an unkempt appearance and seems to be used for storage and trailer parking.  A prominent site on the 
corner of the road to Millstreet is also rather untidy looking and prompts a similar question.  You mention that a new 
playground is included in the ongoing construction – please tell us more about this facility in next years submission.
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The new school is an impressive building and the completed construction is finished to a very high standard.  
Allowance has been made for the impact of the remaining construction works currently ongoing and we look forward 
to seeing the finished job next year.  Consideration might be given to developing a mural, perhaps on a local 
heritage theme or otherwise or planting climbing plants to add some colour and interest to the long blank wall on 
one side of the access road to the community field.  The grounds of the community field and GAA club are well kept 
and the sports pitches are of an impressive standard.  We noted clutter of traffic cones in use to deter parking on 
grassed areas and suggest installation of permanent bollards or strategically placed tree planting and /or shrub beds 
as a more attractive alternative.  We also wondered if there are any plans to surface the car parking area which 
would greatly enhance the overall appearance of the complex.  The Spar shop and Co-op store looked well and are 
presented to a good standard.  We wondered if there are any plans for the large open area adjacent to the river 
which has an unkempt appearance and seems to be used for storage and trailer parking.  A prominent site on the 
corner of the road to Millstreet is also rather untidy looking and prompts a similar question.  You mention that a new 
playground is included in the ongoing construction – please tell us more about this facility in next years submission.

Colourful planter displays and planted beds at several locations within the village and on the approaches are an 
attractive feature.  We note a good balance in many of your displays between permanent planting and seasonal 
plants to ensure year-round colour and interest and we also favourably noted use of pollinator-friendly plants in 
these planting schemes.  We admired the inclusion of thyme, which is very attractive to pollinators, in the 
landscaping of new beds in the car park beside the community hall and also the vibrant hanging baskets on the 
bridge over the river.  The old mill stones are a very attractive feature of the planted area at the entrance to the 
community sports fields.

In your entry form you acknowledge that your village and its extension into the surrounding rural hinterland is home 
to a variety of wildlife and natural habitats including woodland areas.  Other landscape features such as walls, trees, 
grassed areas, planted areas, hedgerows and the river in your locality are also valuable habitats.  Sometimes the 
presence of wildlife is either taken for granted or not appreciated and this category aims to encourage people to 
engage with their natural heritage by celebrating and supporting the natural wildlife habitats in their surroundings.  
We encourage you to host events and activities that investigate and promote awareness of local species and wildlife 
habitats in your community.  Perhaps you could host a wildlife talk or a wildflower walk or a bird spotting workshop.  
In the future, you may consider projects involving surveying for particular species or habitat mapping which in turn 
could inform the development of some wildlife signage or trails.  The Environmental Awareness Officer in Cork 
County Council may be able to assist with helpful contacts.

Litter control is excellent in Clondrohid and we congratulate you on the entire village and environs being litter free on 
adjudication day.  Your regular litter patrols, clean-ups and servicing of litter bins are obviously being very effective, 
and it would seem you have the support of the community in dealing responsibly with litter.  The general level of 
tidiness and the control of weeds is also of a good standard in your village.  Some signs and sign poles within the 
village and on the approaches need attention requiring either repair, replacement or painting and the appearance of 
roadside bollards through the village could be improved by washing and renewal of paintwork.

In your entry form, you mention that soil, stone and plant material can be sourced locally and is available for use or 
reuse in planting schemes and that you try to promote use of replaceable materials such as wood.  These values 
are part of the ideals of this category and we wondered if there are any other recycling initiatives or activities 
tackling the prevention of waste at source or measures to save on water, energy or transport within your community.  
To generate ideas that contribute to a more sustainable environment and for tips and case studies from other Tidy 
Towns entrants to help your committee make further  progress in this category, we suggest you take a look at 
https://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/ and other websites such as https://stopfoodwaste.ie and 
https://www.greenhome.ie. 
  
You don’t mention whether the local school is a participant in An Taisce’s Green Flag programme for schools.  It 
not, perhaps with the support of some interested parents and teachers, they could be encouraged to get involved.  
Where Tidy Towns groups work closely with Green Schools, this can be of huge benefit under this category as the 
pupils are learning about a wide range of environmentally conscious actions which can also be communicated and 
achieved across the wider community.

The standard of presentation of houses along the main thoroughfare and on the approach roads was generally good 
with many individual homes presented to a high standard and we commend those owners and occupiers for taking 
pride in their place and keeping their road frontages, gardens and boundary walls well-presented and neatly 
maintained in support of your work.   There are some locations where property owners may need encouragement or 
gentle reminders to refresh and maintain their road frontages and roadside boundary walls where they have become 
weather stained. In general, the housing estates were well presented with maintained green areas, maturing trees 
and no obvious litter.  Some attention to kerb side weeds was required in each of the estates.  This is best 
addressed by hoeing, using a spade and manual control wherever possible rather than use of herbicides.  We also 
suggest installation of namestones at the entrance to each estate and in Curra Glen, we suggest removing 
redundant tree stakes from trees on the green area.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



suggest installation of namestones at the entrance to each estate and in Curra Glen, we suggest removing 
redundant tree stakes from trees on the green area.

The attractive village welcome signs set within colourful planting schemes on either end of the main approach route 
provide a positive first impression for the visitor.  Their appearance could be further enhanced by occasional 
washing to remove unavoidable grime accumulation.  The approach roads generally looked tidy and were litter free.  
Wild foxgloves flowering along sections of the approaches were a notably attractive feature.  A new ‘Yield’ sign is 
required at the junction of the road from Millstreet and some sections of road markings require renewal within the 
village core between the 50 kilometre per hour signage.  The Council may be able to assist with including these 
items in their work programme.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We commend the commitment and work of Clondrohid Tidy Towns in enhancing your village.  Tidy Towns is a 
wonderful vehicle for facilitating and fostering friendships, social interaction and pride of place and we encourage 
engagement of the wider community in assisting with ideas, skills and active support of your projects and activities.  
We wish you well in building on the good foundation work that you have achieved over the years and continued 
success into the future.


