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Cuireann an moltóir seo fáilte roimh Kiskeam - Coiscéim páirt a ghlacadh i gComórtas Náisiúnta SuperValu na 
mBailte Slachtmhara 2019. Many thanks for your application form, map, photos, three-year plan and other 
appendices. It would really help the adjudicator if the projects were numbered in your application form and the same 
numbers used to indicate project locations (where relevant) on the map. Your map is clear but it should indicate 
project locations and a few key features such as the church, school, GAA etc. to help the adjudicator navigate their 
way round. Your application form was very clearly set out, which was much appreciated, but it did take me a while to 
locate some projects. You have a committee of 8 and 10 others who volunteer. You liaise with a wide range of 
organisations, which is a really good idea to help support your work. You use a range of methods to communicate 
with your community. I was glad to see to Post Office has managed to stay open and as it is at the heart of your 
community. You work closely with the local school, wisely investing in the next generation. Community spirit in 
Kiskeam was very evident to this visitor, which is something to be very proud of.
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You have done a lot of maintenance work in this category, which is so important. The painted derelict house on Barr 
na Sraide looks very well. The Peace Park, Grotto, 1916 Memorial, Church, Graveyard, Old Hag and Glouneen 
River walk are all well-maintained. The school is very well-presented and the community centre looks great with its 
fresh coat of paint. The GAA grounds are very neat and the entrance and dressing rooms are well painted too. The 
Glouneen River Walk is a wonderful amenity for the village and I enjoyed a lovely walk there on a sunny day. For 
visitors such as myself, it might be an idea to indicate how long the walk is and whether it is a loop or linear walk at 
the start of the trail close to the village. The footbridge and seating look great. A historical walking tour is a great 
idea for the village. Just take care not to introduce too much signage as sometimes this can detract rather than add 
value. There are many innovative as well as traditional ways for directing people around history or heritage trails 
that don’t require big signs e.g. using phone apps, waymarkers and leaflets etc. There are already a few interpretive 
signs around the village (for nature and biodiversity mainly) and I would avoid adding many more. The signs along 
the river walk are well-placed with a hedge behind to help them blend in. The large sign in the Biodiversity Garden 
could be smaller or better placed (i.e. on the edge of the garden and lower to avoid blocking the view) in my opinion. 
Premises in the village are well presented including the Why Not Inn with lovely window boxes and stone flower 
bed, the brightly painted Post Office and the Harp and Shamrock Pub. I agree with last year’s adjudicator that the 
Why Not Inn carpark could be improved.
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There are lots of lovely hanging baskets in the village. I’m not a huge fan of baskets in general but the ones in 
Kiskeam are colourful with a nice mix of plants and they fit in very well. The flowerbeds in the Peace Park are also 
colourful but I think could be improved by including a mix of plants (similar to the baskets maybe) and/or more 
permanent planting and trees as suggested by last year’s adjudicator. The flower beds in front of the church looked 
neat and include perennials which are good for pollinators but I think could make more of an impact. I’m not keen on 
the coloured heathers. There are many other nice flower beds and planters in the village including the flower bed 
just in front of the church, at the start of the river walk in the village and the 1916 garden etc. Green spaces in the 
village are well maintained and the trees along the approach roads are attractive.
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Kiskeam are colourful with a nice mix of plants and they fit in very well. The flowerbeds in the Peace Park are also 
colourful but I think could be improved by including a mix of plants (similar to the baskets maybe) and/or more 
permanent planting and trees as suggested by last year’s adjudicator. The flower beds in front of the church looked 
neat and include perennials which are good for pollinators but I think could make more of an impact. I’m not keen on 
the coloured heathers. There are many other nice flower beds and planters in the village including the flower bed 
just in front of the church, at the start of the river walk in the village and the 1916 garden etc. Green spaces in the 
village are well maintained and the trees along the approach roads are attractive.

Kiskeam has many habitats for wildlife in and around the village with the trees on the approach roads, hedgerows, 
meadow and the river. The River Walk is a fantastic opportunity to enjoy nature and relax right in the centre of the 
village. It is managed very sensitively- I was delighted to see no evidence of herbicide- and you have highlighted 
meadow grassland that is good for pollinators. This is a great way to raise awareness of the value of leaving grass 
unmown for wildflowers. You could leave a wider band of grass unmown adjacent to the river. This would protect 
water quality as well as providing a habitat for wildlife. This is especially important as the river is a ‘priority’ 
waterway. You could also leave a strip of grass adjacent to the post and wire fence unmown because this would 
screen the fence somewhat as well as providing additional wildlife habitat. 
The Biodiversity Garden is nice with some interesting planting but to be honest I was surprised at the amount of 
gravel in a garden that is designed to promote biodiversity. More plants and a mulch such as bark would be more 
appropriate in my opinion. I know the garden is young and the existing plants will expand over time. It would be 
helpful if you explained the rationale for the planting plan- are the plants included good for pollinators or birds? As I 
said above the sign is a bit too big although it is attractive. Will you have a seating area here for people to enjoy the 
space? Its good to read that you met with the Dulhallow BirdWatch Group and work closely with the Raptor Group. I 
admired the wildlife posters in the Post Office. I read that new signs are going up and saw the attractive designs. Do 
take care to ensure that they are erected in places where they blend in and don’t block the view. I’m sure the 
National School children enjoyed their trip to the river. Your work has highlighted the beauty and value of the river. I 
completely agree about the challenge in relation to cutting hedgerows. Road safety has to be a top priority but it 
sounds like you have struck a good balance to ensure safety while protecting an important habitat. 
You have a few exiting Future Projects including a NeighbourWood and Tree Trail. If you do develop a bug hotel, 
follow the guidance provided by the national pollinator plan.

Kiskeam was spotless on adjudication day. I walked through the village centre and along the river walk, and drove 
the other roads and saw no litter. I didn’t notice excessive weed growth on the pavements but there were a few 
small weeds in the flower beds at the 1916 garden and the grotto. Signs were in good condition and there was little 
fly-posting or clutter. Well done on your efforts in this category which are paying off.

Congratulations to the school on being awarded a Green Flag for Litter and Waste, which represents a huge amount 
of work by the school community. They are already working on the next green flag by reducing water flow in the 
cisterns, which is fantastic. Congratulations also on the nomination for the World Irish Aid award. You are continuing 
to help reduce energy use by working with the council on public lighting. You have a good range of recycling options 
available to the community with the clothes and other recycling banks. Developing a strategy to reduce waste is an 
important future project. This is the key to energy and waste reduction. Re-using and re-cycling are great but we 
need to make better choices so that we stop creating so much waste in the first place. Workshops on upcycling, 
zero plastic, composting etc. could be a good way to spread the word and the local authority might be able to help. 
Do you use rainwater to water your planting schemes? Have you audited if people are using the water butts and 
compost bins offered in 2018? How are they finding them?

The main street in Kiskeam is unusual with the detached houses. Pride of place is evident with the leafy and 
colourful gardens, and the well-maintained residences. A house on the eastern end of the village had a particularly 
colourful and attractive display of flowers out front. The Old Lane/ Barr na Sráide looks inviting and the painted 
derelict house with blocked up windows appears much improved. Houses in Moylan Park and the Sheltered 
Housing also included attractive gardens. The Future Project of a mural on the Old Lane sounds good and I look 
forward to seeing it.

The mature trees and younger trees at either end of the village enhance the streetscape and the entrances to the 
village. The grassy margins, hedgerows and stone walls are well-maintained. It is a long main street in the village 
and the seating areas provide a respite for walkers. The road signage and welcome signs were clear and clean.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

I really enjoyed my first visit to Kiskeam on a beautiful sunny day. I do hope you find my comments helpful and I 
look forward to returning.




