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Cuireann an moltóir seo fáilte roimh Banteer – Bántír páirt a ghlacadh i gComórtas Náisiúnta SuperValu na mBailte 
Slachtmhara 2019. Many thanks for your application form, map, photos and list of future plans. Thank you for taking 
on the advice of last year’s adjudicator and indicating whether projects are new (N), maintenance (M) or future 
projects (FP). You have a committee of 7 and a large pool of 29 volunteers to help out. You use a range of methods 
to communicate with your community. Consider setting up a Facebook page because this might reach even more 
people and allows you to post photos of your work for all to see. You are supported in your work by a wide range of 
organistions and businesses. You involved school children and young people in the village in your work. It’s great to 
read that residents have a greater pride in their village and surroundings thanks to the work of the Tidy Towns 
group.
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The main streets of Banteer have a nice mix of well-maintained residences, premises and public buildings. The Post 
Office is well-presented with its lovely stone flowerbed out front and planters, as are the White County Inn and Glen 
Theatre. The school looks very welcoming with murals and attractive grounds. The Church is an imposing building 
and the grounds are well-maintained. You have been busy restoring the access to Sundays Well and erecting or 
cleaning several name plates throughout the village for bridges, the rivers and the cemetery. The Sportsfield is a 
fantastic amenity for the village in a beautiful setting and maintained to a high standard. The upgraded playground 
area is lovely and you have provided additional seating and litter bins. You have several future projects at the 
planning stage and all sound very worthwhile.
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There are many planters, hanging baskets and flowerbeds throughout the village in public spaces and on private 
houses adding a lot of colour and interest to the village. Consider including more pollinator-friendly perennials in 
your planters and baskets in the future. The hanging baskets at the Glen Theatre had some colourful planting but 
those on poles looked a bit out of place to me in such a rural setting but that’s just my opinion. Likewise the 18 new 
baskets in the church grounds were very colourful but be careful not to overdo the number of hanging baskets in the 
village. In my opinion you don't need any more. They require a lot of watering in the summer months and although 
they can be planted with perennials are more likely to be planted with annuals and therefore not a form of 
sustainable planting. The landscaped area at the entrance to the Créche is very attractive. The wooden planters on 
the station wall are cute. There appears to have been heavy use of weed killer around the station area, which is a 
shame as it looks unsightly. There was also heavy weed killer usage in some sections of the Sportsfield complex. 
Weed killer should only be used where absolutely necessary as it is bad for the environment, biodiversity and 
human health. The Future Project of a Bee-friendly hedge in the Pondfield area is a great idea. The Pondfield is a 
delightful amenity adjacent to the Sports Ground. I really like the abundance of trees and shrubs surrounding the 
lake and the nice walking route. The interpretive signage and map board in this area could be updated or replaced. 
You maintain several flower and shrubs beds throughout the village and most look very well e.g. in the Sportsfield 
under the scoreboard, on approach roads etc.
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human health. The Future Project of a Bee-friendly hedge in the Pondfield area is a great idea. The Pondfield is a 
delightful amenity adjacent to the Sports Ground. I really like the abundance of trees and shrubs surrounding the 
lake and the nice walking route. The interpretive signage and map board in this area could be updated or replaced. 
You maintain several flower and shrubs beds throughout the village and most look very well e.g. in the Sportsfield 
under the scoreboard, on approach roads etc.

The Pondfield area and the rivers through the village are your biodiversity hotspots. The Pondfield is well-minded 
and I’m sure is teeming with wildlife. There is no need to put up bird feeders here because nature will provide for the 
birds in this area. Feeders are better suited to private gardens where it is easy to keep them topped up. I noted that 
you established a new wildflower bank between the two playing pitches in the Sportsfield. As there were 
construction works in this area on the day of adjudication I didn’t get to explore it thoroughly. I suspect some of the 
bank may have been dug up by the works. It was good to hear that the Youth Club members and school children 
helped to construct and erect scarecrows and the notice board. The bee-friendly shrub bed in front of the school 
was noted. You have a future project to establish a wildflower meadow at the top end of the Glenwood Estate. In 
many cases it is easier to manage an existing grassland for wildflowers than to plant one by seed. See 
www.pollinators.ie for guidance. How about running some events to highlight and celebrate local biodiversity e.g. a 
nature walk in Pondfield during Heritage Week or a dawn chorus walk in May in the same area?

I would be interested to know if politicians respected your request to refrain from putting up election posters in the 
recent election. You are participating in the Cork County Anit-litter Challenge and organising regular litter picks of 
the village. These efforts are paying off because the village was spotless on adjudication day. There was very little 
flyposting or unauthorised signage and the overall impression of the village was very tidy. There is a plethora of 
directional and other signage across from the Post Office. Perhaps you could discuss with the area engineer and 
remove or replace old or redundant signage. You are planning to put in compost bays in the cemetery for disposal 
of grass clippings, which is a good idea.

It’s great to read that Banteer National School have completed year one of the Green Flag programme. This is a 
great achievement and hopefully was an enjoyable one. You used recycled material in your bug hotel in the 
Pondfield. There probably is an abundance of natural habitats for bugs in the Pondfield area but a bug hotel can 
help raise awareness of the importance of creepy crawlies. The bug hotel sign is very attractive. There are plans for 
more energy efficient lighting in the Sportfield and water harvesting, which sounds good. We hope to hear more 
about these next year. You have many planters and hanging baskets around the village. Harvesting rainwater is 
important especially for use in watering planting, rather than using treated water. How about organising some 
workshops on zero waste, upcycling, composting etc.  for your community. The environmental awareness officer in 
the Cork County Council might be able to help. For more ideas see 
https://voiceireland.org/perch/resources/admin/zero-waste-community-toolkit-final1.pdf

There are many well-presented residences in and around Banteer. There are some lovely painted and stone-fronted 
houses, several with floral displays, just up from the church on the way to the station. Pairc an Gleanna has some 
nice trees and greens. The houses in Glenwood look freshly painted and have neat gardens and green spaces. Ard 
na Sí also has well-maintained houses and a large green space. Perhaps more trees could be planted here. There 
is a lovely flowerbed and name plate at the entrance to Eagle’s View and again well-minded houses, trees and 
green spaces.

The approach roads to Banteer contain a mix of hedgerows, trees and grassy verges. The name plates for the 
village are good and the planting in the village centre welcomes the visitor. The cluster of poles and signage in the 
village centre mentioned above needs to be resolved with the assistance of the county council. I note that this is one 
of your future plans. I’m pleased to read that you are supporting traffic calming measures in the village.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

I really enjoyed my first visit to Banteer. I wish you the very best of luck going forward.


