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Céad fáilte roimh chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Supervalu don Bhliain 2019.  Welcome KIldysart and 
many thanks for your entry in this year’s Tidy Towns Competition.  Thank you for participating In Ireland’s 
longest-running environmental project and helping to make Ireland a better place.  First of all, many thanks to all 
who were involved in the putting together of your entry this year.  This was made up of a detailed entry form, lots of 
supporting information, several informative photographs and an update on what your schools have been up to.  All 
very helpful but a special word for your mapmaker.  You supplied two lovely hand-drawn maps – one of the centre 
of your village and a larger-scale map that included your approach roads and harbour.  We’d wish that all maps 
were so detailed and helpful.  You report good communication between yourselves and both local schools and a 
very active youth group.  Very good.  You have been involved in Tidy Towns for 15 years now and it was good to 
read how you have found this valuable.  A major project that you are working on is the development of bathroom 
facilities for the Quay for the benefit of locals and tourists alike.  You are wished very well with this worthwhile 
project.
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You report on some renovations of two residences and that is great.  The adjudicator would suggest that these 
would be better adjudicated under the penultimate category of this competition.  It’s great to read that your Post 
Office is being given a new lease of life and potentially a new business here.  Good news too that the old IDA 
building will soon become a residence.  Many of your businesses are real assets for your town and streetscape.  
The first of these was the Alders.  We congratulate the owners on lovely upkeep and wish George a belated happy 
birthday.  We hope it was a great evening.  The Centra was gleaming and the nearby butcher shop was spotlessly 
neat.  The corner bar is presented in great colours and was being tended to at time of visit. A lovely old bench was 
admired here, too.  Retained features such as the double doors on the hairdresser and takeaway add greatly to the 
character of your streetscape. O’Dea’s is a beautiful old shopfront.  In fact, it was hard to find fault with your several 
business premises which did you proud.  One shop appeared to be missing a letter but a small complaint this.

The Community School looked very well.  The Fuchsias and sculpture at the front were admired. At the back, the 
library was something of a surprise.  What a lovely setting and a great place to sit and meet outside too.   It’s great 
to see an old-fashioned national school in such good order and still doing exactly as its builders intended all those 
years ago.  The car park lines at the Community Centre could be better defined.  The shop/café beside the RC 
Church looked so pleasant but there was no time for a second cup of tea.  Next time.  The church itself is lovely and 
has been tastefully bedecked with flowers.  The Pastoral Centre is well looked after. The ruined COI church looked 
great and there were lots of visitors here on the day.  You could remove the ragwort from the mausoleum roof here.  
The large graveyard here (or at least a part of it) could be given over to a Low-Mow regime.  Have a look at the 
All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and see if this might be possible.
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The large graveyard here (or at least a part of it) could be given over to a Low-Mow regime.  Have a look at the 
All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and see if this might be possible.

You have quite a bit to discuss in this category with native trees maintained, new planters and pollinator-friendly 
flowers and shrubs at Street John Bosco School.  More maintenance of existing shrubs is reported at Kilrush Road 
and Lackshanagh Cross.  Wonderful efforts have been made with the hanging baskets at the square which looked 
great and really lift the area.  The birch tree near the bench at the Centra is in trouble and won’t thrive where it is. 
Try to avoid notices being attached to the railings at the square.  It’s such a lovely space and shouldn’t be thus 
diminished.  Mature beech trees make a great contribution to the streetscape of Kildysart.

Another good entry for you here and you start this with acknowledgement of the protected status of your Quay area.  
Indeed, this area is part of the River Shannon and River Fergus Special Protection Area and the Lower River 
Shannon Special Area of Conservation.  We are this sure that you are taking good advice on works in this area.  
You have designated your own conservation areas within the village and have signs in place telling the visitor that 
these are ‘Managed for Wildlife’, very good.  A new project for you is the installation of bird nesting boxes.  This is a 
very valuable habitat creation exercise but you are reminded that these must be maintained on an annual basis.  
The website of Birdwatch Ireland provides great information on how this is to be done.  If unsure, ask an expert and 
Birdwatch Ireland has many of these!  You maintain a wildlife area at Clún Cormac housing estate and your future 
projects include planting of wildflowers and erecting a biodiversity information sign at the quay.  Our advice is to 
take your time doing the latter.  Signs aren’t cheap and you’ll be looking at it a long time, so get the information right!  
Again, consultation with experts is always a good use of time.  You might need to engage another specialist in order 
to deal with the Japanese Knotweed that is becoming a problem at the Community Centre. The wildlife pictures 
down at the quay are indeed in need of replacing soon.

A new project here was the signs against litter and dog-litter for the village.  Well done on your Spring Clean 
performance which included both schools.  Thank you to your community employment staff for their daily anti-litter 
patrols.  Your anti-litter awareness efforts are acknowledged here.  This is an important role for you as a Tidy Towns 
Group.  Kildysart wasn’t entirely litter-free on adjudication day but close enough.  Well done to all.  The bottle banks 
were neat and tidy on the day and the screening here was admired.  Street signage and road signs were just about 
all clean and shining.  Great stuff.

And again, a good entry from Kildysart in this category.  You did however forget to add the indicative initials of N, M 
and FP so that we’d know which projects are new, maintained etc.  You tell us about the rainwater harvesters – 4!, 
that you have in the  village, including one at each school.  Your table and chairs at the square were made from 
recycled wood and this adjudicator can attest to their comfort as they were used to write up some notes (and have 
some tea).  Recycled materials include planters and pots too.  Thank you for the information from the national 
school on the Green School efforts.  The Leaky Detective was a particular favourite.  You didn’t mention the 
plastic-saving project of the Community College that was in their additional information, more great stuff.  Well done 
to the pupils and teachers of both.

A new project reported by you here was the painting of the railing at the square.  The adjudicator would suggest that 
this might be better adjudicated under the Streetscape and Public Places category but no matter.  You provide lots 
of information on the various estates and the maintenance work therein.  Very good.  The Community Centre is due 
for a facelift, you tell us.  Make sure to update us on this in next year’s entry.

A future project listed by you here is an upgrade of the road to the quay and plans will include the resurfacing of the 
road here.  You are clearly proud of the presentation and maintenance of the GAA grounds.  Some room for 
improvement remains here, though. The Shannon Estuary signs were indeed in place – a new project for you – and 
they look great!  Hedge-cutting is carried out at an appropriate time of year by Clare County Council, you report.  
However, it appeared on the day that this is  not always so.  The hedgerows of both the Ennis and Kirush Road 
roadsides had been cut very recently.  We regret that your score in this category will be one point lower than it 
should be because of this.  On a more positive note, both of the above approach roads are very pleasing with 
sweeping bends and wide green areas.  In areas the grass has been mown to within an inch of its life (or even 
lower).  There is no need for such exacting mowing.  Have a look at the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan for guidance on 
less intensive grass management regimes.  Your name signs are lovely and the bridge markings were 
freshly-painted. The pedestrian crossing at the national school was in excellent order and the pavement level 
planting admired here.  

The quay area looked nice in the sunshine.  This adjudicator has mixed feelings about the use of tyres as planters 
but please don’t this doesn’t diminish the praise for the planting and maintenance here.  Have you considered a 
mural for the old shed down here?  The ring buoy was in good order and there was no litter here at all.  Well done!

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Concluding Remarks:

This was an enlightening and really enjoyable visit to KIldysart this year.  Your hard work is writ large on your 
village, as is your obvious dedication.  Well done on a great year’s work.


